Major Chinese Sources Available
through FamilySearch



Major Sources

Genealogies

Local gazetteers

Biographies

Tombstone inscriptions

Old [Family] documents

Qing documents

Foreign government records
Overseas Chinese community records
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History of Chinese Genealogy

period |ype | Ancestor | Functions | overage

pre-Shang oral
(assumed)
Shang-Han written, clan founder ritual, social, political, royalty, nobility
government, (ancestor who educational
private received the
surname) (Zhou)
3 Kingdoms- as above as above + royalty,
S&N historiographical aristocracy
Dynasties
Tang-Qing private lineage founder ritual, social, lineage royalty (thru
(Tang-Song); solidarity and business, Qing), commoners
immigrant ancestor moral education
(Ming-Qing)
ROC/PRC private ROC as above; PRC ritual, general

moral education



Contents

Pre-Shang
Shang-Zhou

Han

3 Kingdoms

N & S Dynasties

Song

Ming-Qing

ROC/PRC

bare bones pedigree (no annotations)

simple pedigrees; multi-lineage registers with surname origin,
pedigree, posthumous names, names of some wives, migration,
domiciles

surname origin, migration, pedigree with bio data for males and
females, activities and events

added birth order by gender, place of origin, names, offices, titles of
male in-laws through sons and daughters

restricted bio-data about females, separated pedigree and bio-data
and added family rules, ancestral halls, biographies (including
outstanding females), and literary works.

added imperial edicts to enhance moral education, expanded topical
coverage

gender equality reflected in naming of females and biographical data


Ming Contents.pptx

 Publication

— Manuscript
— Printed

* Coverage
— Family
— Branch
— Lineage
— Multi-lineage
— Clan




Geographic Distribution

Locality Titles Surnames Locality Titles Surnames Locality Titles Surnames

a8 410 124 FHhg 307 93 EETH 9
=284 8044 209 | b 278 76  EFEIAE 6
EEA 4825 244 | B 217 80 N 6
WA 4145 224| EEW 181 58 EHEH 6
JLERE 3169 265 | JEBFEE 147 52 FEETH 6
b 3142 218| EMA 113 47 FEE 4
JTPH4 2655 193 | E=ER 83 41  EILE 2
s 1718 179| PRAEE 80 39 ZEIGHA 2
fEEY 1693 123| EFAE 79 39 PE%TH 1
B4 1673 220 HEES 27 17 JEOM 1
EEERE 1539 150 | Ro#ETH 21 14 1
Paji4 569 129 & 20 13 AIE 1
EIlEER 564 144 NE5EH 18 13 #HulsE 1

g4 355 102 JdbE 12 9 Total 36130
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History of Local Gazetteers

Western Zhou
Spring and Autumn
Warring States

Qin

Han

3 Kingdoms
S&N Dynasties

Sui-Tang
Song-Yuan

Ming-PRC

Local records and maps

State histories

Annotated maps, geographies
Pictorials

Commandery books (biographies), capital books, regional history.
geographic treatise section in dynastic histories

Regional and commandery geographies, records of exotic things.
Regional history combines administration, geography, history.

Annotated map books (tujing [E4%) for administrative units
Local gazetteers replace annotated map books

National government mandates compilation of local gazetteers



Geographic Scope

—27275 national

487 2+ provinces
& commandery
A& province

B route

7 & circuit

Jff & prefecture

MNE& district or region

Hoi - administrative unit
comparable to prefecture
and county in newly opened
territory (Qing dynasty)

Hz2 county

#1777 garrison

#2281 frontier
AL township
80+ 75 village
:*ili”ﬁﬁ/u headman

office (minority
administrative area)

EE 2 salt district

Lai 1995: 12-17



Contents

Hr & Maps o 22487 Education

B il Geography W) Products

. Policies & « f8{% Rites and customs
Institutions e %7 Bronze and stone
K Major events inscriptions

AN#¥J People « ZAY Literature



Genealogical Value

Historical maps

Boundary and jurisdiction changes
Biographies

_ists of notable locals

Local lineages (in some cases)

L ocal history (administrative, political,
economic, cultural, natural, etc.)



Geographical Distribution

Province Prov SubP County SubC Total | Province Prov SubP County SubC Total Province Prov SubP County SubC Total
A=) 11 78 358 222 669 |EAE 8 15 60 21 104 HME 2 5 4 11
ST&R% 4 55 285 258 602 HEoirl 5 1 92 98 EEL 1 1 2 7 11
EES 11 32 281 262 586 [HEEA 2 13 56 22 93 EunE 1 2 5 2 10
=) 7 40 334 96 477 FEE 13 1 36 42 92 KEM 2 7 9
IEEES 11 19 224 212 466 [EMNE 5 20 20 10 55 NIHE 5 3 8
RS 12 30 284 140 466 [f5HEY 4 15 8 27 HEM 1 4 2 7
EEA 10 46 224 109 389 EEMSERA 1 2 21 24 J5EEE 1 5 6
Y INE=S 6 32 281 49 368FEEEHH 2 4 4 7 17 EINH 3 3
(U= 7 26 218 70 321 1 2 13 16 HZEHH 3 3
ANTAEE=) 9 63 208 26 306 FHEE 1 14 1 16 814 2 2
TE 9 42 147 50 248 EEEETE 2 4 10 16 T4 1 1 2
NEaR=] 8 39 151 30 228 %4yimss 3 2 8 13 KA 2 2
EEIA 10 46 72 74 202 NEEE 1 11 12 [ 1 1
N ml=) 7 29 129 34 199 ¥fiE& 4 2 6 12Grand Total 198 719 3682 2128 6727
=l 10 19 50 45 124 o 8 1 3 12

BT 1 1 5 99 106 #EILH 1 10 1 12



History of Biographical Writing™*
eod |tpe  INoes

Zhou Inscriptions

Former Han  Biography¥I[{& Biography chapters in Shi ji

Later Han Collected biographies {5, Commandery books

Jin Regional histories

Tang Dynastic histories

Song-PRC Local gazetteers, genealogies, biography

collections and reference works

* Does not include biographical timelines &%



Categories

B Hl Officials

1352 Successful exam
candidates

8 Village worthies
1T Superior conduct
B 'Z Domestic
worthies

2 )X Filial and fraternal

M F% Loyal and
righteous

%% Outstanding
women

6 Writers
Z51T Charitable deeds
J7 1% Specialists



Contents

Names and ancestral place of subject

Notable ancestors (sometimes)

Anecdotes illustrating character

Education, official career (males only), honors
Death

Posthumous honors

Children

Moloughney 1992:9



Biographical Holdings™

Indices 28
Dictionaries 22

Collected biographies

Tang 2
Song 3
Yuan 2
Ming 13
Qing 12
Other 512

* Does not include biographies in genealogies and gazetteers



Tombstone Inscriptions

beriod ype  INows

Shang-Zhou Bronze antecedent
Han Stone antecedent
S&N Dynasties Tombstone Muzhiming format

Qing Graves, gazetteers, genealogies, collections



Tombstone Inscription Contents

e Grave markers

— Name, native place, birth date, death date, spouse,
children

 Tombstone inscriptions

— Two parts:

* Bio-data (prose)

* Praise and comfort (rhyme)
— Official

* Emphasis on morals and virtues
— Family

* Lineage glory

Bk

Source: https://zh.wikipedia.org/zh-tw/Z= 584
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Old Documents

 Written contracts since Western Zhou

* Purposes
— Sell property (land, shop, fish pond, etc.)
— Sell person (oneself, family member)
— Marriage (remarriage, live in son-in-law)
— Family property division
— Village compact
— And many more



Contents

Contracts

Purpose

Names of principals
Relationships
Terms

Witnhesses
Signatures

Date

Funeral documents

Name

Native place
Residence

Birth and death dates

Names and relationships of
next of kin
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Qing Documents

* Qing Dynasty 1644-1912

* Creating agencies
— Imperial Clan Office
— Imperial Household Administration
— Lieutenant-General’s Office

* Chief functions

— Control access to imperial treasury
(benefits/perks)

— Manage personnel



Major record types

Triennial Census Household head: rank, name, residence, birth year, age, vital
status and rank of grandfather and father. Household
members: relationship to head, gender, birth order, name,
birth year, age

Personnel Resumés: name, native place, appointments. Three
Generation Register: Same as Triennial Census including grand
children and great grandchildren. Slave Three Generation
Register (males only). Pedigrees of Chinese estate managers.

Examination Rosters  Rank, name, age, native place, academic status. Same Year
Roster also gives three generations of male and female
progenitors, siblings, sons, and other agnates.

Criminal Names, relationships, and domiciles of principals. Dates.
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Overseas Chinese Community Records

e 19th-20th centuries
 Countries: Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand

* Created by
— District associations [&]4f &=
— Clan associations S s



Record Types and Contents

Membership
Scholarships

Marriage

Deceased members
Burial register

Grave relocation
Tombstone inscriptions
Ancestral tablet register
Association history
Jubilee volumes
Genealogy

Local history

Staff

Name, address, occupation

Name, cemetery, occupation
Name, gender, age, residence, cause of death
Name, gender, age, native place, occupation, last residence

Name, native place, birth and death dates, family members

History, biographies, photos,

Names



@7
REGISTER ORANG- JORANG MELAHIRKEN. Folio 10

NAMANJA BAPAN]A

A NAMANJA MAMANJA TEMPAT Tanggal boctsa di
s Bt ANAK ITOE ANAK 1TOE DILANIRKEN i FETEAEIAN
ChineEsE Passporr. A5 v Hia et R R s bl
-« / ol w g it ba ooy AT ‘
| BOARD OF IMMIGRATION o) 7 Qb S ; Bhe' fcrbony ' i
e 0 = Ay o Mo sy Rag v &
f b / . B 17 1t
5 S ¥ = A L s Lol % \
Certificate of Identificatiga i,
. 29 5. 1f malie.
e pplication No. -

Foreign Office Condil.umal Permit No. J

s |5
3 Ibereby Certify, 77a — s
Pliotvgraph ispittached to thi ke ' Apad
ticul ¢ @{m ,éf, (b
S8 (7@&27 on fas

permittéd to land by Loreigy
application of 7

p B
///}/}

//(, 2

(///N/”

) e
' ]
; y UM
i Ao 12 :
////‘/ bevié
M. ,{/// fed!]

L)

Aye

] e Nesy

v




Foreign Government Records

* Primarily 19t-20t" centuries

e Countries: Chile, Hawaii, Indonesia, Marianas
Islands, Philippines, mainland USA

* Record types vary by country



Major Government Records

Chile Chinese consulate: certificates of registration (1925-1926)

Hawaii ID certificates, arrivals and departures, entry and work permits,
passports, certification of parentage, ship manifests, immigration
applications and permits, deceased laborers, residence permits
(1840s-1890s)

Indonesia Gong Guan archives: births, marriages, divorce, deaths,
cemeteries, census, court cases (1778-1957). Chinese civil
registration 1919-1945, adoption of Indonesian names (1928-
1945).

Mariana Islands Padrones de Chinos (tax records, 1889, 1891-1892)

Philippines Censuses, passports, passenger lists, death certificates, tax
records (late 18t-19t centuries)

USA (mainland) NARA records: case files, passenger lists, Chinese laborers, ID
certificates, departures, returns, applications, court cases,
partnerships, emergency passport applications abroad (1874-
1949)



Sze Yap + Zhongshan
I T T R T Y

Name index 1

Biography 3 2 3

Locality index 1 1 1 1

Gazetteers 3 7 5 3 10
Genealogies 21 124 52 7 93
Societies 1 2 1

Immigration 1 2 1 1 1

Court cases 2 1 3

Land 3

Cemetery 1






